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Commodore’s Message 
 

December brings to a close the 2016 yacht club activities. All in all it has been 
another great year, with the boating season filled with glorious sunny days. For 
those of you attending the annual Christmas party at the Royal Coachman on 
December 5, you will know that according to Mr. Jim Petrus (our racing director),  
many of the season’s racing events were dogged by lack of wind. As discouraging 
as this may sound, light wind sailing is an art in itself and unless one is in a race 
event, the temptation to “fire up the iron lung” is usually acted upon. So these 
types of races can in fact be very educational and provide an opportunity for the 
lighter, smaller boats to actually compete head on with the larger, heavier boats. 
 
The 2016 season also saw some great cruises, as our cruise director Mr. Leo 
Lambert recalled to the Christmas Party attendees. Stay tuned for the 2017 cruise 
schedule and destinations in the March 2017 issue of the newsletter. 
 
Before closing, I’d like to thank our members Anna Dakin and Margaret Swain for 
putting in place all the details and planning that went into the Christmas dinner 
party at the Royal Coachman. I’m sure everyone agrees that is was a convivial and 
successful event. 
 
I’m looking forward to 2017 and I hope that your participation in the events and 
social activities of the club will continue. 
Wade Major 
(“Katana”) 
 
For Your Calendar 
December 2016 General Meeting : CANCELLED 
Ladies Lunch : January _, 2017 – TO BE ANNOUNCED 
Men’s Lunch: January _, 2017 – TO BE ANNOUNCED 
 
Next Executive Meeting:  Wed., Feb. 1, 2017 (1900 hrs at Dan and Margaret 
Swain’s) 
Next General Meeting:  Wed., February 15, 2017 (1900 hrs at Fish & Wildlife 
Clubhouse). The February General Meeting will include the Commodore’s Drop In. 
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        Announcements          
 

 
 

 
We Support BC Marine Parks Forever http://www.marineparksforever.ca/ 

 
 

 

Marine Parks Forever –  
The Campbell River Yacht Club donates each year to the Marine Parks Forever Society. Our 
membership donates $10.00 each to Marine Parks Forever, as a surcharge on the Annual Dues. CRYC 
issues tax refundable receipts for these individual donations.  
 
Thanks to your generosity we can continue to support this worthwhile BC charity. For more info, see 
http://www.marineparksforever.ca/  

 
 

 
The Stern Tie Stewardship Program  
The Stern Tie Stewardship Program was officially launched with the first shore-tie pins, chain and plaques 
installed in Melanie Cove in Desolation Sound on July 10, 2015.  
 

Park Ranger Ian Curtis, Area Supervisor Rod Dalziel and Section Head Wade Anderson (all BC Parks staff) assisted 
by George Creek, President of BC Marine Parks Forever Society, installed the material supplied by BC Marine 
Parks Forever through fundraising efforts with the BC Marine Parks Guides. In addition to supplying the 
materials, BCMPFS has agreed to fund 50% of the installation costs incurred by BC Parks.  
 

TanCar, a 34 ft. trawler owned by George & Barb Creek, was the first vessel to tie to one of the new pins. 
  
BCMPFS has supplied enough materials for about 50 pins in Melanie, Prideaux Haven, Laura Cove and Scobiel 
Island. The installation process will continue by BC Parks staff as time permits. 
  

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjUxb-0hYfMAhUI5WMKHeYHB3IQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/announcement-20clipart&psig=AFQjCNHjxndk9ZZsO5-jXeQf9xIYvZB4bQ&ust=1460479803664031
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjUxb-0hYfMAhUI5WMKHeYHB3IQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/announcement-20clipart&psig=AFQjCNHjxndk9ZZsO5-jXeQf9xIYvZB4bQ&ust=1460479803664031
http://www.marineparksforever.ca/
http://www.marineparksforever.ca/
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In addition to this effort, K2 Park Services, the Park Operator for several parks on the South Coast of Vancouver 
Island, has started the process of replacing some of the pins in Pirates Cove and Princess Cove with the supplied 
pins, chains and plaques.  

 Melanie Cove is part of Prideaux Haven in Desolation Sound. Although Melanie Cove is quite large it is busy in 
the summer months and the stern ties will make anchoring with a stern tie easier so more boats can be 

accommodated.     Thanks to Glen Chambers for this contribution 
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Funny Ferry …   
 

In this edition, the “funny ferry” item isn’t so funny, but our members should 
applaud the management and staff at the B.C. Ferries Buckley Bay-Denman Island 
facility in Baynes Sound, where on November 19, the B. C. Ferries vessel “Kahloke” 
diverted from its schedule to launch a vessel and crew that succeeded in rescuing 
a man in his mid-30’s lying on top of his overturned 12 ft. aluminum fishing boat. 
The man was taken to the lighthouse facility at Chrome Island to recuperate. At 
this time of year in the frigid waters of the Strait of Georgia and Baynes Sound, 
hypothermia can set in within 20 minutes of immersion, so the quick actions of the 
ferry crew and captain probably saved a life. The “Kahloke” (shown below), is the 
only cable-operated ferry in the B. C. Ferry fleet. 

 

In case of emergency… Channel 16 on the VHF Radio for the Canadian Coast 
Guard. The Canadian Coast Guard website lists the following contact numbers for BC: Toll free 

(within region) 1-800-567-5111; Phone 1-250-413-8933, Cellular #727 

http://www.ccg-gcc.gc.ca/eng/CCG/SAR_Rescue_Centre_Contact_Information 

MV KAHLOKE (Courtesy, B. C. Ferries Corp.) 

http://www.ccg-gcc.gc.ca/eng/CCG/SAR_Rescue_Centre_Contact_Information
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          Membership News… 
 

The club currently has a total of 25 members and 2 are Lifetime Memberships. 
Please note that the Annual Membership renewal is due on January 1, 2017 for the 
2017 calendar year. The Club dues for 2017 remain at $110 which includes a $10 
donation to Marine Parks Forever.  Members should be receiving an 
invoice/reminder by email in the coming weeks.                    
 

Please note that discounts are available for paid up members showing a current 
(2017) membership card at a growing number of local businesses. In addition to 
local business discounts, the attractiveness of CRYC membership is augmented by 
the use of reciprocal moorage at many other participating Yacht Clubs, most of 
which are located at various points south of Campbell River. These include major 
population centers such as Nanaimo, Vancouver and Victoria. For members cruising 
south, this reciprocal moorage at other Yacht Clubs at much discounted rates 
represents a real benefit of membership. For additional information on the 
Reciprocals Program, please visit our website at http://www.cryc.ca 
 

 
CLUB EVENTS 
As noted in the Commodore’s message, the year-end Christmas Party was a very successful 
wind-up to the 2016 Activities of the CRYC. It was held at the Royal Coachman on Sunday, Dec. 
5 and was well-attended, with more than 30 members and guests in attendance. The catered 
meal included turkey and roast beef entrees and a wide range of dessert sweets (including a 
tasty pudding with caramel sauce). All the comments on the food and the venue were very 
positive. 
There was a recap of the year’s activities, both on the racing and cruising agendas. Our Racing 
Director, Mr. Jim Petrus and our Cruising Director, Mr. Leo Lambert gave short descriptions of 
their respective activities. Stay tuned to the newsletter for the upcoming events to be held in 
2017. 
 
Photos were submitted to the attendees for the annual photo competition. The results of the 
voting are displayed on the next page: 

http://www.cryc.ca/
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          Best Boat Picture         Dan Swain        Best Comedy Picture        Wade Major 

 
      Best Club Activity Picture        Glen Chambers       Best Scenic Picture          Dave Dakin 
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Winter Season at Discovery Harbour Marina, Campbell River 

 
 

The recent heavy snowfall resulted in many trips down to the marina to 

brush the snow off the canvas and check the heaters in the cabin, for those 

of us that still wish to maintain our boats in operating condition during the 

winter season. For those that (wisely, some might say) have winterized their 

boats by removing dodgers, canvas and sails, the requirement to “baby-sit” 

their vessels is greatly reduced. 
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Please notify Wade Major if you have a change of address, e-mail or telephone 
so the club can keep our Membership List up to date. 

 
Elected officers and key volunteers 

CRYC Executive 2017 
       

Commodore: Wade Major Phone: 923-5326 email: Wade.major@telus.net 

Vice Commodore: Larry Seeley Phone: 923-8875 email: seeleyl@bostonpizza.com 

Past Commodore: Dan Swain Phone: 203-9100 email: dmc116lockport@gmail.com 
Secretary: Hugh Silver Phone: 287-8213 email: huros@shaw.ca 

Treasurer: Dave Dakin  Phone: 923-4618 email: dakind@telus.net 

2014 CRYC Directors 

Membership &Reciprocals: Wade Major Phone: 923-5326 email: Wade.major@telus.net 

Social: Anna Dakin Phone: 923-4618 email: dakind@telus.net 

Social: Margaret Swain Phone: 203-9100 email: mmswain57@gmail.com 

Newsletter: Steve Gardner Phone: 286-3791 email: gardex99@hotmail.com 

Racing: Wade Major Phone: 923-5326 email: Wade.major@telus.net 

Racing: Jim Petrus Phone: 923-0342 email: jimpetrus2615@gmail.com 

Cruising:  Leo Lambert Phone: 334-1785 email: leo3dona@telus.net 

                                    
Volunteers/Committees 

Sunshine: vacant    

Men’s Lunch: Bert Veldhuis Phone: 830-0916 email: veldbert@shaw.ca 

Phoning list: Anna Dakin Phone: 923-4618   
  Margaret Swain Phone: 203-9100   

  Royeen Silver Phone: 287-8213   

  Carol Pennock Phone: 337-5318   

      

Clubhouse: Dan Swain Phone: 203-9100   

CBCYC Representative: vacant    
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History of Sail and Discovery 
 
For general interest and as an addendum to the newsletter, this section describes the history 
and evolution of sailing vessels as relating to world discovery and trade. This addendum will be 
comprised of several installments, as the subject matter is certainly extensive. I welcome any 
constructive criticism and/or general comments and feedback from members who may be more 
knowledgeable than myself, or any photos, diagrams or other attachments that would make the 
writings more interesting. Perhaps we can get some interesting conversations going back and 
forth. All of the material presented is drawn from books that I own, or from the internet (chiefly 
Wikipedia) and I have taken care to reference the material used with the original title, author’s 
name and date of publication.  
 
Over the years I have collected various books, paintings and other works of interest related to 
the topic of the evolution and history of sailing vessels, including books on naval warfare. More 
recently I acquired a book entitled “A Splendid Exchange: How Trade Shaped the World”, by 
William J. Bernstein, (Atlantic Monthly Press, 2008). This book artfully weaves the history of 
world trade, from time immemorial to the time most recent. For me, the book brought to the 
forefront just how important the sailing vessel was to the evolution and development of the 
world as we know it today.  
 
I believe that in the future, innovation of sail technology, as is currently being experimented 
with on a few large ocean-going freighters, will cause a resurgence of interest in ocean-going sail 
to reduce carbon emissions, as it is truly a “clean” renewable resource, albeit not for constant 
base-load propulsion power. 
 
Steve Gardner, CRYC Member 
(gardex99@hotmail.com) 
(“Dance Lightly”) 
 
 

mailto:gardex99@hotmail.com


11 

 

 
INSTALLMENT 1 : THE BEGINNINGS OF OCEAN-GOING TRADE 
 
In his book “A Splendid Exchange”1, Bernstein identifies the start of sea-borne trade as occurring 
between Anatolia (modern day Turkey), Mesopotamia (modern day Iraq-Iran), Arabia and 
Middle Eastern Arab States along the Persian Gulf and the Indian Sub-continent. There is 
evidence to suggest that this seaborne trade dates back as far as 3000 to 3500 BC. Part of the 
route would have involved boat traffic on the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. Principal trade items 
during these early times would have been copper and tin (to make bronze), timber and grain 
from Anatolia and northern Europe, in exchange for silks, cottons and oils from India. Bernstein 
points out that the only documented tin mines in these early times were in Cornwall (SW 
England) and the tin likely was transported through land routes to the Mediterranean, where it 
was transshipped to Mesopotamia and the Persian Gulf.  
 

 
 
 
 

1. “A Splendid Exchange – How Trade Shaped the World”, William J. Bernstein, Atlantic 
Monthly Press, 2008 
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Ancient Arab traders perfected a sailing craft known as the “dhow” which was fitted with what 
was later called the “lateen” rig (from its use in latin countries around the Mediterranean). 
These type of lateen rigs are probably as old as the 3rd Millenium BC although there is no 
evidence to identify exactly when the sailing craft was introduced. Certainly this type of sail 
configuration was widely used in this part of the world and is likely the precursor of later types 
of vessels. 
 
The use of sailing vessels such as the dhow increased the efficiency of transporting bulk 
commodity items such as copper and tin ores, timber, and grain as compared to transporting 
these items on the traditional land routes such as the “Silk Road”, made famous by Marco Polo 
and other southern European merchants and traders some 2,000 years later. While the dhows 
had to contend with nature’s fury on the high seas in the form of monsoon winds and tropical 
storms, they were able to bypass hundreds of middle men, thieves and warring tribes prevalent 
along the thousands of miles of land routes through Persia and Central Asia.  
 
The following illustration depicts a typical “lateen” rigged dhow2: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. “The Explorers”, Richard Humble, Time-Life Books, 1979 



13 

 

 
 
A lateen-rigged vessel could be sailed with a minimum amount of crew and its graceful 
appearance was exemplified by the long yard which was suspended from a fairly short mast. The 
yard supported a large triangular-shaped sail. The vessel was steered by a pair of oars mounted 
near the stern. While ideal for long voyages in constant winds, the lateen rig was difficult to 
“come about” on short tacks. 
 
The rise of Egypt between 2,000 and 1,000 BC caused seaborne trade to increase dramatically 
and a second major trade route opened through the Red Sea. Egyptian ships ranged as far as 
Yemen and Somalia, some 1,500 miles to the south. Egyptian ships used a combination of sail 
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and oars, and slaves were used to power the ships during periods of ill-wind. With the rise of 
Egypt, the focus of trade shifted farther west. This increasing dominance by the Egyptians was 
underscored by the location of Egypt on the southern Mediterranean, with access to the Red Sea 
as well. Bernstein, in “A Splendid Exchange” is quoted here: 

Along among the world’s great rivers, the Nile flows north, and it is also 
fanned by a year-round northerly wind. These two circumstances allow ships 
to float north downstream and to sail south upstream. The route via the 
Nile, desert, and Red Sea to and from the Indian Ocean would remain one of 
the “grand trunk roads” of commerce until the advent of steam power, 
which not only freed sailors from the vagaries of the wind but also drove the 
construction of the modern [Suez] canal, which avoided the silt-ridden Nile 
delta altogether. 
 

Egyptian civilization relied heavily on the use of slave labour and its galleys were no exception. 
As Nile River navigation was an integral part of the Egyptian trading routes, the configuration of 
the slave galleys to augment sail power by banks of oarsmen was a key component of Egyptian 
trading success. 
 
This illustration is taken from “Ancient Ships” by Cecil Torr3 and it is representative of the 
Egyptian galleys used on the Nile and on the Red Sea during the height of early Egyptian 
civilization. 

 
 
 

3. “Ancient Ships”, Cecil Torr, Cambridge University Press, 1895 
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Slave galleys were used extensively on the Mediterranean Sea for both warfare and trade (as 
civilization spread the two went hand in hand, and some might say they still do today). The 
Phoenicians, Greeks, Romans, Moors and Arabs all perfected the designs of galleys and from 
about 1000 BC to after the birth of Jesus Christ, galleys became larger as each group strove to 
outdo the other. 
 

In the next installment, the great trading empire of the Phoenicians and the advent of the 
square-rigged sailing vessel used by these early Mediterranean traders and northern 
Europeans (including the Vikings) will be presented. 


